
 

A Policy for Student Voice 
 

 
Cúis- Rationale  

We believe that children need to be active participants in their own education and to feel 

that their opinions will be heard in the wider school community.   

In Gaelscoil na bhFál, we therefore seek ways to listen to the views of our pupils and involve 

them in decision making so that they are engaged as partners in the life of the school. We 

believe that this will make a positive contribution to the school environment and ethos.   

As a gaelscoil, Guth na nDaltaí/Pupil Voice can also promote spoken Irish within the school 

community and encourage positive behaviour, with children becoming more responsible and 

taking ownership. 

Guth na nDaltaí i nGaelscoil na bhFál 

Student voice and pupil participation activities in Gaelscoil na bhFál  

There is a wide range of approaches that we are developing and working towards in Gaelscoil na 

bhFál to support pupil participation and promote student voice:  

∙ Comhairle na nDaltaí/ School Council - representatives from R5-R7  

∙ Scéim na Maor- older children KS2 helping with younger children at break and lunch times 

-Tionscadal Léitheoireachta- older children reading with younger children especially with World 
Book Day Events  

∙ Sports - peer to peer support at After School activities- gaelic football and hurling/camogie, 
children as school representatives on school teams- captains and vice-captains 

∙ Fundraising campaigns via the School Council (both teacher and pupil initiated) Reic Ciste, 

Easter Cake Sale and Maidin Chaife- Coffee Mornings  

Planning and assisting at school events- Dráma na Nollag, Dioscó Oíche Shamhna 

-Guth na nDaltaí- Active participation in school/pupil led Raidió na bhFál- School News Team  

∙ Pupils with additional learning needs are involved in decisions that affect their learning and 

well - being through their IEPs. Pupils are also consulted when they have Annual Reviews. ∙ 

Pupil questionnaires  

Pupils are informed of the outcome of their involvement.  

Curaclam/Curriculum  

We also believe in embedding pupil voice into the curriculum, with teaching and learning activities 

being used to enable pupils to focus on how to make informed decisions about their lives, their 
health and well-being, and the environment, for example. Extra-curricular activities, such as Eco 

Warriors, also gives pupils a scope to explore issues that go beyond academic subjects.  

 



Comhairle na nDaltaí /School Council  

One of the principle means by which pupil voice activity is progressed in school is by the use of 

the School Council. We believe that our school council will enhance and influence positive peer 
leadership and mutual responsibility throughout the school.  

School Council will  

∙ Be a positive forum  

∙ Provide an opportunity for all children to be heard  

∙ Provide a forum for the leadership of the school to listen to children’s knowledge and 

opinions 

∙ Aid communication throughout the school  

∙ Build the children’s confidence and self-esteem  

∙ Encourage the children to be active citizens  

∙ Provide the children with a democratic model 

 
School Council will also be used to assist the school with its self-evaluation procedures, 
recruitment and enable us to be more accountable to the whole school community.  

Comhairle na nDaltaí- School Council in Practice  

School Council membership will consist of a member of staff, who will generally chair the 

meeting, the School Council Representatives usually from KS2. R5-R7.  

This is an opportunity for School Council Representatives to discuss the School Council agenda, 
and to gather feedback. School Council meetings are scheduled on the school calendar and take 

place periodically throughout the school year.  

School Council organise liaise with the organisation of activities on the school calendar for 
example; Dioscó na Samhna, Dráma nó Maidin Chaife  

School Council can also promote the following active participation activities which have taken 

place within the school in recent years. 

Leabharlannaithe/Library Leaders – These pupils keep the school library tidy by checking 

books that have been handed in and put them back on in their correct shelves. This makes it easy 

for others to find the book they are looking for.  

Ceannairí Digiteacha-Digital Leaders – pupils in KS2 are given the opportunity to apply to 

become ‘Digital Learners’ – As part of their role, the children test new iPad and computer software 
and support children lower down in the school to use computers confidently and safely. They also 

ensure that our computing curriculum is exciting and creative and enables pupils to learn how to 

stay safe online. Our team of digital learners are also given the opportunity to report on whole-
school events, lead assemblies and make suggestions to ensure that the children’s entitlement to 

Digital Learning is always changing and improving.  

 



 

 

Na Buntaistí- Advantages 

Ról na nDaltaí san Fhoghlaim-Involving pupils in their own learning  

Pupil participation in their own learning means a range of different things in the classroom. It 

includes developing projects to reflect interests and needs as expressed by pupils; encouraging 

pupils’ reflection on their own and others’ learning; reflection by pupils on the style and content of 
lessons and opportunities to give feedback to teachers.  

Assessment for Learning encourages a view of assessment as an essential part of everyday 

classroom practice involving teachers and learners in reflection, dialogue, decision-making 
and target setting.  

Benefits of pupil involvement  

There is a range of benefits in greater participation. For pupils these include increased self-

confidence and feelings of empowerment, and a greater sense of responsibility. Behaviour has 

the potential to improve with pupils taking greater responsibility for their own behaviour, as well 

as improved learning.   

We believe that there is a positive impact of pupil participation on their own work and the 
school environment. Children’s insight into the ways they learn best and the ideas that they 

have for lesson content and style as well as their ideas on the life of the school should be 

welcomed. Pupils’ learning will improve when their views are taken into consideration. This can 
only have a positive impact on raising standards.  

Developing a whole school approach  

To encourage a consistent, positive attitude to pupil participation at Gaelscoil na bhFáll, the whole 

staff, including the  non-teaching staff, should understand the benefits of pupil participation, be 

clear in their role in terms of  supporting pupil participation and be kept well informed about issues 

being discussed and proposals put  forward by the school council and other pupil representative 

groups.  

Monitoring and Evaluation  

Pupil participation and pupil voice are monitored and evaluated by the SLT/FAC in line with 
other existing procedures for curriculum development. 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 


